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Our Core Values
• Welcoming
• Growth-Minded
• Committed to Integrity
• Dedicated to the Physical, Emotional and Psychological Safety for

Our Members and the Horse

Introduction 
ASHA Annual Report

On behalf of the Board of Directors of the American Saddlebred Horse Association (ASHA) and our staff 
we share with you this ASHA Annual Report that recaps our most prominent 2020 activities. This year 
has been a whirlwind of change, adaptation, innovation and problem solving for the ASHA. From staff 
members to the joint committees everyone working at and on behalf of the ASHA has pushed themselves 
to provide stability, guidance, and positivity  for the American Saddlebred and our community.  

The objective of this report is to provide our members a summary of this work and a source to measure 
our delivery on the objectives our leadership identified at the 2020 National Conference. 

Our Mission 
The mission of the American Saddlebred Horse Association is to promote, improve and protect the grace, 
intelligence and versatility of the American Saddlebred, and to provide programs and services supporting 
our members, while fostering public awareness of the breed.

Our Vision 
The ASHA is the gold standard of the equine industry.
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ASHA Board of Directors 
Officers
Marty Schaffel - President
James Nichols- Vice President
Owen Weaver  - Secretary
Allen Bosworth - Treasurer

Term Expires in 2021
Allen Bosworth, South Carolina
Sandra Currier, Texas
Elisabeth Goth, Kentucky
Clif Paulsen, Iowa
Tandy Patrick, Kentucky
Jenny Taylor, Ohio

Term Expires in 2022
Candida Covino Aversenti (Candi), Pennsylvania 
Kristen Cater, New Hampshire
Joe O'Brien, Kentucky
Helena Moreno, Louisiana
James L. Nichols, Louisiana
Marty Schaffel, Florida 

Term Expires in 2023
Kristen Bagdasarian, Kentucky
Alexandra DeGray (Ali), Florida
Emily Lee, Kentucky
Joan Lurie, Kentucky
Evan Orr, North Carolina
Owen Weaver, Virginia

Honorary Directors for 2020
Nicole Foster Beck, Texas 
Amy Dix Rock, Kentucky
Chris Schubert, Tennessee 
Rachel Seifert, Kentucky

ASHA Staff
There are nine staff in total working in the ASHA offices 
on behalf of the American Saddlebred community for both 
the ASHA and ASR.  Four employees work exclusively for 
the ASHA. Our association is located in Lexington, KY. 

• David Mount, Executive Director, d.mount@asha.net
• Jessica Cushing, Marketing & Communications, j.cushing@asha.net
• Patricia Edwards, Competitions, p.edwards@asha.net
• Britney Gavenois, Development, b.gavenonis@asha.net
• Samantha Geller, Special Programs, s.geller@asha.net
• Amy Quatman Accounting, a.quatman@asha.net
• Jean Warren, Memberships & Awards, j.warren@asha.net

Stevie B. 
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Leadership Initiatives & 
Partnership Development
ASHA 2020 Relationships for Support

 Joint Efforts, Relief Funds & COVID-19

2020 started with a great convention and a tremendous commitment to the ASHA leadership and fellow 
Saddlebred leaders to work together for a more stable, solvent, and sustainable future for the American 
Saddlebred. 2020 has proven to be a year to expect the unexpected. ASHA leadership has been serving our 
industry and the equestrian community with our national governing body and sister affiliate organizations to 
provide stability, guidance, and resources during one of the most unprecedented years since our inception.

Taking the lead with US Equestrian, Joint Leadership Council, Corporate and Community Partners, and our 
dedicated ASHA Committees we have worked to keep the American Saddlebred community and ASHA 
members at the forefront of adapting and thriving in the challenging year of 2020.

The results of these partnerships created the COVID-19 Relief Resources Task Force. JLC Horsemen's Relief Fund, 
Industry Re-Opening Resources, Horse Show Re-Opening Resources, COVID protocol webinars for horse show 
organizers, Town Hall open forums on relief resources, WCHS, and barn marketing, over $15,000 in money 
raised for Saddlebreds impacted by COVD-19, ideas, and support for barns to generate income, support, and 
customer engagement during their operations being closed to the public, and more.

In a world that seemed to come to a halt for so long and in so many ways, ASHA has fought to maintain the 
goals set at the start of 2020. In a year dominated by finding ways to survive, we are proud to see new 
programs and members thrive. ASHA was able to take on exceptional circumstances with fewer people and 
resources than ever continuing to be committed to our mission of being an industry leader, pursuing the gold 
standard of quality.
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Membership
2020 ASHA Activities to Improve Member Value 
Communication. Benefits. Efficiancy.

2020 ASHA  Benefits &

Programs

Overview
This year we have continued to work on 
expanding the impact and engagement of 
the ASHA membership. We have been making 
great efforts to go green and increase 
efficiency of processing memberships. Our 
objective was to increase the value we bring 
to our members and create more opportunities 
for breed enthusiasts to feel apart of the ASHA. 

To achieve this we have added new welcome 
emails, digital membership cards, improved 
digital ASHA Journal, new member benefit 
partners, increased social media messaging, and 
more!

Results
• 30+  new benefits & discounts
• New member programs from State Line Tack
• Online membership cards
• Free Cyber #SaddlebredSaturday Stake Nights
• Free webinars and resource forums
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JLC Horse Show Recommended 
Guidelines & Resources  

Competitions
ASHA Activities Recap 
2020 Horse Show Support

Overview
ASHA leadership and staff worked with sister associations, horse 
shows, committees, charter clubs and US Equestrian to support, 
educate and provide resources to American Saddlebred competitions. 
Our membership overwhelmingly expressed concern for getting back 
in the ring and supporting horse shows and creating more 
opportunities to enjoy the American Saddlebred in the showring.

ASHA Star Shows
The “Star Show” program is the result of months of work by the 
ASHA Horse Show Task Force to bring organization and benefits to 
those shows that are currently unaffiliated with the United States 
Equestrian Federation (USEF). ASHA Star Shows also launched our 
popular Horse Show Grant program and ASHA National Select Series 
presented by State Line Tack. 

COVID Resources
In March ASHA began working diligently with the Joint Leadership 
Council to support, guide, and facilitate the shutting down, financial 
assistance, and re-opening of competitions and horse show related 
contract providers. Through these efforts we created a relief grant 
fund, fundraising support, recommended protocols, and planning 
resources. 

Licensed Officials 
ASHA continues to manage the Licensed Official Education for 
USEF judges. In our first year we have assisted 100+ members with 
the help of Fran Crumpler and Melissa Moore get and maintain 
their judges card in Saddlebred, Roadster, Hackney and Saddle 
Seat Equitation. 
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The ASHA worked diligently with the 
other members of the Joint Leadership 
council, comprised of leaders from the American 
Hackney Horse Society, American 
Morgan Horse Association, American Road 
Horse and Pony Association, American 
Saddlebred Horse Association and the 
United Professional Horsemen's Association, 
to support members, barns and horse shows 
through the uncertainty caused by COVID-19. 
ASHA contributed through taking a lead role 
developing communications, promotions, and 
the website for the council's efforts.

The Joint Leadership Council developed a wide 
range of resources, guides, and live forums  to 
assist members with navigating the struggles 
presented to businesses , participants and 
competitions in the 2020 season due to covid. 
The resources addressed the re-opening of barns, 
risk assessment and event resources for holding 
competitions, and the successful holding and 
experience of the 2020 Kentucky State Fair 
World's Championship Horse Show. 

We are proud of the results of these efforts that 
saw our community come together and 
persevere to hold successful competitions, expand 
riding programs and return to the community 
we love. 

COVID-19 GUIDES & RESOURCES
ASHA works with Joint Leadership Council to support horse shows 
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USEF Breed Rule Book 
Proposed Additions 
ASHA Votes to Add Rules for Ranch Horse Division 
 American Saddlebred & Half-Saddlebred Ranch Horses 

The ASHA Board of Directors in the Summer of 2020 passed a unanimous vote to approve Ranch Horse 
Division Rules, to be submitted to USEF for consideration to be added to the Saddlebred and Half Saddlebred 
Rulebook.

An American Saddlebred and Half Saddlebred Ranch Horse Division would account for Ranch Riding, Ranch 
Trail, Ranch Rail Pleasure and Ranchmanship classes. These classes are to measure the ability of a horse to be a 
pleasure to ride while being a means of conveyance from performing one ranch task to another. It is an 
opportunity to reflect the versatility, attitude and movement of the American Saddlebred as a working horse.

Ranch Riding offers a great opportunity for the expansion, diversity, and vitality of the American Saddlebred. 
The proposed rules developed and presented to the ASHA Board by the VERSA Charter Club along with the 
benefits the inclusion of this division will have for the breed. Ranch Riding is a leading division of popularity and 
demand for our sister trotting breed affiliates Arabian Horse Association (AHA) and American Morgan Horse 
Association (AMHA).  A new divisional standard will be a new market for breeders to sell and find suitable 
working homes for horses they raise. In addition, this division can be a catalyst for our breed to expand in 
geographical regions and areas of the equestrian community we are currently underrepresented.   

At this time we already have many of our regional competitions offering and being interested in including 
opportunity Ranch Horse classes in their schedules. VERSA will be working to develop informational videos for 
horse show organizers and a network of local ambassadors to facilitate demonstrations to promote the division.

 We look forward to continue to update the membership on this exciting development for our members and the 
American Saddlebred horse.
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World's Championship 
Horse Show
ASHA Competition Support 
WCHS Operations & Safety Protocols KSF WCHS 

Informative Town Hall 
hosted by  JLC

Overview
ASHA staff worked through out the spring and summer with 
the KSF/WCHS staff, USEF officials, KY government, and 
members of the Joint Leadership Council to ensure that  the 
show could plan for, follow, and exceed the expectations for safety 
and experience for organizers and attendees. Our dedicated efforts 
and commitment proved successful and a terrific competition was 
able to proceed for our breed and members. 

The Joint Leadership Council, comprised of members from the AHHS, 
AMHA, ARHPA, ASHA, and UPHA, hosted a critical and valuable Town 
Hall with the decision makers from the 2020 World’s 
Championship Horse Show on ASHA's Zoom.

The Joint Leadership Council was aware of the many questions 
and concerns members and exhibitors had around the upcoming 
World's Championship Horse Show. The Town Hall was organized to 
assist with communications and to allow our collective 
memberships to hear directly from the show and other decision 
makers. 

The panel included  from Kentucky Venues: David Beck (CEO), Kevin 
Moore (General Manager of the Kentucky Expo Center) and Shawn 
Hensler (Executive Director of Public Safety and Security), from WCHS: 
Scarlett Mattson (Manager), from the Kentucky State Fair Board: 
Hoppy Bennett, Tandy Patrick, and from USEF: Bill Moroney (CEO), 
Lisa Owens (Competition Services Managing Director) and Katlynn 
Sacco (Competition Licenses, Evaluation and Safety Director).  
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World's Championship 
Horse Show
2020ASHA Competitors Support 
ASHA WCHS First Timers

The Kentucky State Fair World’s Championship Horse Show, along with the American Saddlebred 
Horse Association was honored to welcome over 80 excited first time exhibitors and trainers 
to the 2020 World's Championship Horse Show. 

While unable to host a WCHS First Timers Presentation this year, ASHA staff worked diligently to pre-
register first timers, create goody bags, deliver ribbons and bags to each first timers stalls prior to the 
beginning of the show, and feature them daily on ASHA social media.  

The ASHA First Time Exhibitor and Trainer presentation was created in 2012 as a way to honor and recognize 
those making their first trip to the green shavings in Louisville. Thank you to our First Time Exhibitor and 
Trainer ribbon sponsor Independent Equine Agents, and to Howie Schatzberg and Doug Shiflet 
for rotating years on capturing this special moment. In addition, a special thank you to Saddle Horse 
Report 

for supplying our first timer’s with a free one-year subscription to Saddle Horse Report, American 
Saddlebred Museum for gifts, and Saddlethreads for offering special discounts for the 2020 First Timers.
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World's Championship 
Horse Show
2020 ASHA Competitors Support 
ASHA WCHS First Timers Features

2020 ASHA First Timers

Daily Features

Overview
This year we worked on expanding the impact and 
engagement of the ASHA with this program and 
our First Timers WCHS experience. We achieved 
this goal of increasing value and promotional 
exposure by adding First Timer Features! The  
mission of the ASHA centers on promoting the 
American Saddlebred. These First Timer Features 
were tools to serve that mission while offering 
recognition to the ASHA Members and KSF World's 
Championship competitors for their dedication to 
the industry. The features focused on these first-
time competitors passion for the breed. and what 
they valued most about the WCHS.

Results
• 50 Features Created
• 200K+ Accounts Reached
• 20K + Video Views
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World's Championship 
Horse Show
2020 ASHA Competitors Support 
ASHA Mobile App & Live Results

Overview
ASHA staff once again provided real time results 
and information via our mobile app and at 
saddlebred.com. The ASHA App is provided free for the 
audience to download on iOS and Android phones and 
devices. The ASHA App includes not only live results 
but entries of future classes, order's of go, class splits and 
judge’s cards, to give exhibitors an full perspective of where 
they stood in their class. The app also provided, full 
youth coverage, stabling lists, equitation patterns, 
important updates and much more.

2020

ASHA  Mobile App

2020 Updates & Results
The ASHA Mobile App was a key resource and 
tool of communication for both our organization and the 
Kentucky State Fair World's Championship Horse Show 
operations. 

The app was used to communicate security information, 
show updates, horse show office exhibitor messages, 
results, class changes, sponsor message and more 2020 
exhibitor and show attendees resources

 Key User Data Figures for 2020
• 1600 + New Unique Downloads

• 110,000+ App Views/Page Visits

• New Sponsors & features



World's Championship 
Horse Show
2020 Social Media Analytics Report 
ASHA Content

Overview
The goal was to highlight the unique, diverse and educational 
stories from the American Saddlebred Community convening at 
the one of the breeds most prestigious competitions while following 
covid protocols! 

ASHA brought virtual winners features, behind the saddlebred 
scenes from different exhibitor perspectives and First Timers 
Features throughout the week of the show.   

We looked to bring more value to the ASHA and WCHS 
efforts to provide a first class show in challenging times and 
bring positive emotional stories from our breed to light. In 
addition we used the week to feature in-time content that 
was educational about the breed, our exhibitors and the WCHS.  

We are extremely grateful to the volunteers who made the 
effort to record content to share with us and give of their time and 
energy during this very important time in their Saddlebred Story! 

Daily ASHA's Features

14



Video Views

200k + 
Impressions

500K +

Total Posts

150+ 
Engagement

100k +

Total Posts: 80+ 
Reach: 250k 
Engagement: 65k

Posts: 15
Impressions: 13.8k 
Profile Visits: 70

Native Posts: 66 
Instagram Stories: 117

Video Views: 
116.3k 
Engagement: 7k

Impressions: 
170k 
Engagement: 24k 
Video Views: 210+k

15



66 Shares

Engagement
1K+ 

WCHS 
Ringmastering with 

Jerome Parker

Impressions
58K+

Reach
51K+

WCHS Young Trainers 
with DeVore Stables

Impressions
38K+

Reach
28K+

Engagement 
600

Shares
35
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First Timer Feature

Impressions

8.9K
Reach
7K

Likes
1.0K

Comments
21

Sends
51

Saddlebred Scenes

Impressions

4.4K
Reach
3.7K

Likes
710

Profile Visits

51
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World's Championship 
Horse Show
American Saddlebred Registry (ASR)  
Futurity and Sweepstakes

ASHA and Registry staff were available during the show to offer assistance to owners, exhibitors, and American 
Saddlebred fans in general at the Saddlebred Center office located near the in-gate. The Registry also 
recognized the breeders of 82 World and Reserve World’s Champions with Breeders’ Award Medallions. 

The American Saddlebred Registry (ASR) Futurity and Sweepstakes classes offered an opportunity to recognize 
excellence in our breed; ASHA staff member Patricia Edwards worked with show manager, Scarlett Mattson, to 
oversee this part of the competition. 

A total of 90 horses competed in the Futurity in hand and performance classes, with just over $169,124 in prize 
money being awarded to horse owners, breeders, and stallion owners with an additional prize money offered 
from the KY Breeders’ Incentive Fund. 

The ASR Sweepstakes classes in the Four-Year-Old Three-Gaited, Four-Year-Old Three-Gaited Park Pleasure, 
Four-Year-Old Five-Gaited, and Four-Year-Old Fine Harness continues to be enjoyed this year with 33 
horses competing. There was also additional prize money offered from the KY Breeders’ Incentive Fund. 

The distribution of the prize money for the Futurity and Sweepstakes programs is handled exclusively by the 
ASHA/ASR staff, which frees the KSF of this administrative burden. The ASR also absorbs the 
cost of USEF drug testing charges for these classes. 
The American Saddlebred Registry staff ensured that all weanling registrations were complete in 
preparation for the WCHS; and the ASR staff looked up breeder information so that the names of 
breeders could be announced during the show.

ASR Breeders'

Award Medallions
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ASHA National Select Series
2020 ASHA Activities to Improve Member Value 
Value. Benefits. Recognition.

Overview
This program has been developed through years of 
hard work and thoughtfulness from ASHA’s Middle 
Market, Horse Show Task Force, and the new 
Saddlebreds Across America committees. ASHA 
National Select Series presented by State Line Tack’s 
mission is to encourage more people to show 
American Saddlebreds and strengthen the show 
horse market by providing classes where exhibitors 
and horses of a more relative equitable competitive 
and experience level can compete against one 
another and bring an increased value to the horse 
show and breed experience. This program 
welcomed State Line Tack as a 2020 presenting 
sponsor and looks to grow in 2021! 

Results
• 1000 horses participated
• 3 virtual horse show sessions
• 8 regional championships
• 150+ classes offered
• 1 John Deere 330X Giveaway

6



Marketing & 
Promotion
ASHA Activities Recap
Public Awareness 

ASHA Promotional 2020 
Efforts 

Overview
At the 2020 Conference ASHA provided four sessions with 
marketing and equine business experts to attendees to learn, 
engage, and network relationships that could help strengthen 
their personal equine endeavors and expand the successful 
promotion of the American Saddlebred breed. Providing the 
platform the 2020 goal to help our members strengthen their 
promotional efforts to expand our community. 
2020 ASHA Initiatives 
• More member driven content
• Increased coverage on equine media outlets
• Expansion of social media reach
• Personalized breed promotional materials

One of the core initiatives of the ASHA's mission is to promote the 
American Saddlebred. Everyday we make efforts to share stories, 
generate promotional content and supply our members with the 
tools to be breed ambassadors. The ASHA has had monumental 
gains in the past two years, but this year we set a goal to encourage 
and support the same increase in positive exposure of our barns and 
regional events for the breed to increase first hand experiences and 
conversions of likes to lessons.  

Our objectives to achieve this goal is to focus on getting our 
members to maximize this time of increased use of technology to 
create habits of barns, athletes, and members to generate positive 
and educational content that could reach local markets that 
provide opportunities for new people being interested in equestrian 
sport. 
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2020 ASHA Social Promotions
• Trot Talk, an Equestrian Conversation with the ASHA,  hosted by David

Tuffy Owens
o ASHA new podcast made possible by the US Equestrian Affiliate

Grant and support of ASR Media Productions
o 6 original episodes and 3 bonus episodes available free to all public

on Apple, Spotify, YouTube, and IGTV.
o Ranked in top 50 n category on Apple Podcasts

• New Year New Horse New #ASBDreams
• Behind the Saddlebred Scenes: Equest Fest and Rose Parade 2020

• Black History Month
• #SharetheSaddlebred Valentines
• Saddlebred Kiss Cam
• Women's History Month
• Mid-Day Saddlebred Scenes
• #SaddlebredStrong Series
• Trot Talk Special Sessions

o 3 special COVID Content episodes with Kristen Cater, Melissa
Moore, & Evan and Mary Orr

o 2020 World's Grand Champion Five-Gaited Feature with Matt
Shiflet

• #SaddlebredSaturday Virtual Barn Day Takeovers
o Kentucky Trail Ride with Jessica Cushing
o Virtual Riding Lessons with Deardorff Stables
o Young Horse Development with Famesgate Stables
o Breeding Programs with Juliette Dell at 6 D Ranch

• ASHA National Select Series Virtual Saddlebred Show
o Presented by State Line Tack

• Behind the Saddlebred Scenes Horse Show Spotlight

o Silicon Valley Horse Show, Bonnie Blue, Bridlespur, Lexington
Junior League, Un-Fair Horse Show

• Saddlebred Smiles Horse Show Recaps
• Thank You Letter to My Saddlebred

Public Awareness
ASHA Breed Promotion
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2020 Media Features

• Features
o Saddlebred Strong Covid Creativity Spotlights
o Saddlebred Sport Horse
o ASR Futurity of KY and National Three-Year-Old Futurity
o ASHA National Select Series Regional Championship Spotlights
o Half-Saddlebreds at ADHHA Finals
o ASHA Leadership Spotlight of Honorary Board Members

Public Awareness
ASHA Breed Promotion

10

• US Equestrian
o Equestrian Magazine

 Spring 2020 edition ASHA featured for JLC Covid relief
efforts

 Summer 2020 Edition features Saddlebred  as cover star
 Summer 2020 edition ASR Diplomat of the Breed Rocky

Mountain Memories featured for visiting local nursing
homes

 Fall 2020 edition My First Horse Feature: Kaya MacLeod
& Flynn Rider, an American Saddlebred eventer

o Equestrian Weekly
 Covid Relief Efforts Spotlight
 Saddlebred Eventing Feature: Lily Callahan & Royal

Crest's Granite Permission
• Horse Illustrated

o American Saddlebred Ranch Riding Division feature
 "American Saddlebreds on the Ranch"

• a spotlight on the versatility of the breed and
ASHA adding the division to the USEF
Saddlebred Rule Book

 American Saddlebred full page versatility ad
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Christmas 2019 came a bit early for Kaya MacLeod, a Mis-
souri teenager. And it came on four legs, in the form of a bay 
American Saddlebred gelding named Flynn Rider.

It’s a familiar dream for many young equestrians, but 
MacLeod’s first horse came with a bit of a twist. American 
Saddlebreds are familiar to many equestrians as saddle seat 
mounts, but MacLeod is a budding eventer. She rides at Columbia 
Equestrian Center in Columbia, Mo., where her trainer, Kris 
Wallace, specializes in American Saddlebred sport horses. 

“They’re just built so well for all these sporty disciplines,” 
Wallace said of American Saddlebreds. “Take Flynn: he’s a 
got a great shoulder, and he’s got great use of his back. We’re 
asking him to use himself differently now, and that takes some 
time. But we’re not asking these horses to do difficult jobs that 
they’re not built to do. They tend to have a shorter back, which 
is extremely beneficial for the self-carriage of a dressage horse 
or a horse with a lot of scope over a jump. So that’s great. 

“They also have a huge heart and a huge drive to please. 
They love to be rewarded and know they’re doing a great job. 
There’s just something special about this breed—you know 
you can trust them and they trust you. They’re different in a 
very good way.”

MacLeod first met Flynn Rider back in the spring of 2019, 
shortly after the bay gelding arrived at the Columbia Eques-
trian Center.

“My trainer asked me to ride him in one of my lessons that 
July,” MacLeod recalled. “I really liked him, but there was a 
different horse in the barn that I liked more, so at first I kind 
of brushed him off like, ‘He’s fun but that’s it.’ But as time went 
on, I kept riding him, and I took him to a show in September 
[St. Louis National Charity Horse Show], and he exceeded all 
my expectations. He was only six at the time, and he’d only 
been jumping a couple of months. I started thinking, ‘This little 
horse is cooler than I thought!’”

Flynn is smart and trainable, said Wallace, but he’s also got 
plenty of personality. “He loves the show ring and loves the 
spotlight,” she said. “He’s one of the goofiest, most personable 
characters, but he’s Mr. Business in the ring. He likes having a job 
and he’s talented at this one. He’s got that forward drive that Kaya 
likes to ride, but he’s also safe. It’s the perfect balance for a kid.”

“It Was Really Special”
Trainer Wallace wasn’t the only one taking note of MacLeod 

and Flynn’s progress.
“Once I saw the two of them clicking, we started the wheels 

in motion with her trainer to get a pre-purchase exam done and 
buy him,” said MacLeod’s mom, Meera Sood, a middle-school 
science teacher. “Kaya had been asking for her own horse for 

My First Horse         by Glenye Cain Oakford

Kaya MacLeod lived a horse-lover’s dream 
when she received Flynn Rider, an American 
Saddlebred, last year as a Christmas present.

about a year-and-a-half. We didn’t tell her about it until she 
came out to the barn that day and got the surprise of her life.”

“In early December, I showed up for one of my lessons, and the 
stall card on his stall said I was the owner,” recalled MacLeod, 
15. “It was magical! As soon as I saw it, I burst into tears. I was 
so happy, and for a split second I thought I had imagined it. It
was really special.”

MacLeod started riding as a kindergartener, when her 
mother signed her up for a package of five saddle seat lessons. 
“I thought it would be a one-and-done thing, but the ‘done’ never 
happened,” Sood said. As MacLeod grew, she played volleyball 
and basketball and ran track, but her dedication to horses never 
faded. Her interest in jumping eventually drew her to eventing.

“I’d pick her up after a two-hour basketball practice and 
take her to a riding lesson, and she’d ride her heart out,” Sood 
remembered. “I knew that her legs must be nearly dead, but 
she was really committed to this. And then I saw how well she 
and Flynn clicked.”

There was one moment in particular that struck her, Sood 
said. MacLeod and Flynn rode in a jumping class during the 
St. Louis National Charity Horse Show’s Saddlebred week, 
showing the versatility of the breed.

“People were just amazed, and I saw how well they clicked,” 
Sood said. “I thought, ‘This is the horse for her.’ I thought they 
could grow together. It seemed like there was a good bond 
between them.”

Kaya MacLeod and Flynn Rider on the cross-country course 
at the Champagne Run at the Park Horse Trials in July.
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Sponsorship & 
Development
2020 Partnerships & Fundraising

EWAC Spend a

Day With Auction

Even in an unprecedented year ASHA has made new partners and 
worked with our long time supporters to bring sponsorships, member 
benefits, relief funds and new programs to the association and the 
American Saddlebred community. 

In march we brought on the new corporate sponsor State Line Tack to 
bring great member discounts on their wide array of equestrian 
products and be the national presenting sponsor of the ASHA National 
Select Series classes available to all ASHA Star Shows. When COVID 
caused the canceling of many events and put show season in question, 
State Line Tack also quickly stepped up to helps us taking showing 
Saddlebreds virtual with our Virtual Saddlebred Show. 

In April, Richfield Video Productions partnered with us to bring 
the Saddlebred community together while we were forced to be 
apart. Cyber #SaddlebredSaturday Stake Night made the suspension 
of show season a little more tolerable for many. ASHA members 
for over six weeks participated in fan votes, nominated their favorite 
years, and tuned in to enjoy the great stake horses of our past every 
Saturday night. 

In May the ASHA Equine Welfare Advocacy Committee (EWAC) offered 
20 once-in-a-lifetime experiences of a Saddlebred lover’s #asbdreams 
with the “Spend A Day With…” Auction! The auction raised nearly 
$16,000 for EWAC and will benefit their efforts to assist American 
Saddlebred horses in public seizures and welfare cases and provide grants 
to rescues helping these horses. The funds raised will be a great help for 
EWAC to continue its work assisting American Saddlebreds in several 
active welfare cases. We are tremendously grateful to every bidder 
and the members of our community that selflessly gave of their time to 
help us help American Saddlebreds in need. 
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ASHA Youth
2020 ASHA Activities & Programs 
Youth Conference  

ASHA Youth Conference

Always Makes 

#ASBDreams Come true

This year the American Saddlebred Horse Association and Lexington, KY welcomed nearly 300 youth to the 2020 
ASHA Youth Conference! “Saddlebreds in the Spotlight” was this year’s theme and it did not disappoint. From 
educational activities to experiences of a lifetime, the weekend was one everyone in attendance will cherish.  
The weekend was filled with educational activities presented by Ellen Beard and Betty Kregor, Donuts with WGC 
CH The Daily Lottery and Kalarama Farm, spectacular horse presentations by Melissa Moore of Sunrise Stables 
and Dena Tanner Lopez of Double D Ranch, and an awards gala to top it all off! Parent education sessions were 
also offered thanks to Fran Crumpler and Renee Biggins, as well as an instructor education session presented by 
Betsy Webb.
We extend our deepest gratitude to everyone who helped make this weekend a success and make it our biggest 
conference to date! We can't wait to see you next year!
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ASHA Youth
2020 Scholarships  
Equestrian Trust Scholarship Grant & Recipients 

Each year ASHA recognizes its junior members age 21 and under on the basis of academic success, financial 
need, involvement with the American Saddlebred and the ASHA youth programs, and extracurricular activities 
including community service. The purpose of the scholarships is to encourage, support and recognize 
participation in all aspects of the American Saddlebred industry, as well as to strengthen the American 
Saddlebred industry and breed through education. For 2020, the ASHA presented two scholarships of $5,000 
each helped made possible by the 2020 United States Equestrian Trust Grant awarded to ASHA.  ASHA is 
pleased to announce the following scholarship recipients this year.

Lily Callahan, Harrisburg, Missouri 

Lily Callahan has dedicated her young life to the American Saddlebred and pursuing a variety of avenues to 
enjoy the breed and expand her abilities as an equestrian. From 4-H to the coveted American Eventing 
Championship Lilly has show the American Saddlebreds she loves and challenged people’s perception for what 
the breed and a young passionate exhibitor can do!  Lily has shown and competed as an Amateur, Owner, 
Trainer at the national level of our breed shows and US Eventing Association events taking home many ASHA 
or ASR awards every year for her success and community work with both Royal Crest’s Granite Permission and 
The Phantom Pistol. Lily most recently began competing both in collegiate Eventing on the University of 
Transylvania team and sharing the Saddlebred with a new group of young equestrians!

Devin Sell, Georgetown, Kentucky

Devin Sell has dedicated her junior career to being an active ASHA Youth leader and promoter of the American 
Saddlebred. Devin was the 2020 ASHA Frank Ogletree Award, 2019 USEF Youth Sportsman’s Award, and 2018 
ASHA Youth Club Youth Award recipient. Devin's achievements in the competition ring are amplified by her 
dedication to her horses, barn family, and the sport as a whole. She is active in the ASHA youth programs, 
including the ASHA Youth Conference, and volunteered at the Saddle Seat World Cup and Kentucky State Fair 
World’s Championship Horse Show. She participates in youth judging clinics and is a member of the US 
Equestrian Lettering Program. Devin is a member of the National Honors Society and an accomplished tennis 
player, and she intends to study pre-veterinary sciences and equine business management in college. Her dream 
is to become a large animal veterinarian, specializing in horses, and run her own lesson program for children and 
adults to help them learn proper riding and horse care.
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JUNIOR JUNCTION
ASHA Youth Programs | Winter 2020

2020 IN REVIEW
WHAT’S INSIDE

Saddle Time
WCHS First Timers

Youth Club Happenings
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